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members, and I look forward to in-
creased participation by Taiwan in
world health events. Ultimately, the
real benefit of Taiwan’s entry in the
WHO will be the children of Taiwan
who will have better access to immuni-
zations and preventive care.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in this bipartisan ef-
fort in supporting this bill.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, let me
stress that arguably the greatest issue
in the world today may well be disease
control. What the WHO symbolizes is a
people-oriented concern for control of
disease. Taiwan should not be pre-
cluded from expanding its capacity to
meet its people’s needs, nor precluded
from assisting others in less sophisti-
cated health care centers from receiv-
ing the support of Taiwanese doctors
and health care delivery specialists.

Mr. Speaker, this is a common-sense
bill. I urge support of it.

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
support the House Resolution 428 to approve
Taiwan participation in the World Health Orga-
nization.

Historically the United States and Taiwan
have maintained good relationship. Ever since
its establishment in 1912 we have had sub-
stantive diplomatic and commercial ties. On
April 10, 1979, the House of Representatives
have enacted Public Law 96-8, known as the
Taiwan Relations Act. This Act played a very
important role in shaping our policies toward
Taiwan. It is considered as a representation of
our best ideals to safeguard security and com-
mercial interests in the area.

Taiwan with its population of approximately
20 million has solidly embraced the principles
of a democratic society.

Its medical infrastructure is considered to be
among the best in the world. According to a
recent report, at the end of 1999, there were
152,385 medical personnel in Taiwan. There
are currently 11 medical schools, 13 para-
medical junior colleges, and 14 paramedical
vocational schools.

Virtually all medical specialties known in the
Western World are being practiced in Taiwan.

In view of our close diplomatic ties and ex-
cellent health care program in Taiwan, | sup-
port House Resolution 428 to allow Taiwan to
participate in the World Health Organization.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 428 which authorizes the U.S.
Secretary of State to initiate and implement a
plan to endorse and obtain observer status for
Taiwan at the annual summit of the World
Health assembly (of the World Health Organi-
zation) this month in Geneva, Switzerland.
Taiwan and its 23 million people should have
appropriate and meaningful participation in the
World Health Organization (WHO).

The WHO Constitution states that the “en-
joyment of the highest attainable standard of
health is one of the fundamental rights of
every human being without distinction of race,
religion, political belief, economic or social
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condition.” Yet today, Taiwan is excluded from
participation in the WHO because of political
pressure from the People’s Republic of China.

This means that the people of Taiwan can-
not share in the WHO'’s vital resources and
expertise. Taiwanese physicians and health
experts are not allowed to take part in WHO-
organized forums and workshops regarding
the latest techniques in the diagnosis, moni-
toring and control of diseases. Taiwanese doc-
tors do not have access to WHO medical pro-
tocols and health standards.

This is simply not right. Diseases do not
stop at national boundaries, and with today’s
high frequency of international travel, the pos-
sibility of transmitting infectious diseases is
greater than ever. Good health is a basic right
for every citizen of the world, and Taiwan
should be granted membership in the WHO.

Despite its exclusion from the WHO, Taiwan
has made some remarkable achievements in
the field of health, including one of the highest
life expectancy levels in Asia, maternal and in-
fant mortality rates comparable to those of
western countries, and the eradication of in-
fectious diseases such as smallpox and the
plague. Taiwan is the first Asian nation to be
rid of polio and the first country in the world
to provide children with free hepatitis B vac-
cinations.

Prior to 1972 and its loss of membership in
the WHO, Taiwan sent specialists to serve on
health projects in other members countries,
and its experts held key positions in the WHO.
In recent years, the Taiwanese government
has expressed a willingness to assist finan-
cially or technically in WHO-supported inter-
national aid and health activities, but it has
been unable to render such assistance be-
cause it is unable to participate in the inter-
national health organization.

Taiwan’s population of 23 million people is
larger than three-quarters of the member
states already in the WHO. Clearly, Taiwan
and the world community could benefit by its
participation in the WHO. | believe the United
States should actively support Taiwan’s mem-
bership in the World Health Organization.

| urge my colleagues to support H.R. 428.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of the initiative by the gentleman from
Ohio, Congressman BROWN, concerning Tai-
wan’s participation in the World Health Organi-
zation. | commend our committee’s distin-
guished chairman, Mr. HYDE and the ranking
minority member, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia, Mr. LANTOS and the subcommittee
chairmen and ranking minority members of the
International Operations and Human Rights
and East Asia and the Pacific for crafting and
bringing this resolution expeditiously to the
floor.

Secretary Powell noted before our com-
mittee that there should be ways for Taiwan to
enjoy full benefits of participation in inter-
national organizations without being a mem-
ber. H.R. 428 only calls for the Secretary of
State to initiate a United States plan to en-
dorse and obtain observer status at the WHO
for Taiwan.

In recent years Taiwan has expressed a
willingness to assist financially and technically
in international aid and health activities sup-
ported by the WHO, but has been unable to
render such assistance because Taiwan is not
a member of the WHO.
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The WHO has allowed observers to partici-
pate in the activities of the organizations, in-
cluding the Palestinian Liberation Organiza-
tion, the Knights of Malta, and the Vatican.

Along with many of my colleagues, we are
very disappointed that Taiwan is not a full
member of the U.N. and all international orga-
nizations that its democratically led govern-
ment wishes to join. Although this resolution
does not anywhere near enough address this
concern, it is a first step in addressing the
problem that Taiwan faces.

Accordingly, | strongly support H.R. 428.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. LEACH)
that the House suspend the rules and
concur in the Senate amendment to
the bill, H.R. 428.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 56 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 6 p.m.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DUNCAN) at 6 o’clock and
2 minutes p.m.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, the pending
business is the question of the Speak-
er’s approval of the Journal of the last
day’s proceedings.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, the Chair will
now put the question on motions to
suspend the rules on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed earlier today.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 1696, by the yeas and nays;



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-01T10:55:25-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




